
Ancient and Modern Refugees: a Sicilian adaptation of Aeschylus’ Suppliants 

A modern adaptation of Aeschylus’ Suppliants has been produced in summer 2015 at the Greek 
theater of Siracusa, in Sicily. Directed by the Italian artist Moni Ovadia, with a text translated 
into Sicilian dialect and modern Greek by Mario Incudine, it presented not only a fascinating 
blend of classical Greek heritage with Sicilian and Greek popular tradition, but also an engaging 
dialogue between ancient and contemporary stories of migration: Aeschylus’ Suppliants shares 
many similarities with with Sicilian and Mediterranean current events, as it tells the story of the 
fifty daughters of Danaus fleeing from oppression in Egypt and seeking hospitality and 
protection in Greece. In this paper, I suggest that Ovadia’s modern adaptation of this ancient 
story of refuge offers a vision of Greek culture as a founding element for Mediterranean 
identity, and a source of inspiration in troubled times. 

First, I analyze how the text has been adapted by the modern translator, underlining the 
innovations - including the presence of a narrator - aimed to magnify a comparison to current 
Mediterranean migrations, but also the intrinsic ability of the ancient text to recall modern 
events. Subsequently, with the support of visual aids, I focus on the multicultural aspect of the 
performance, guaranteed by different elements: the linguistic intertwining of Sicilian dialect and 
modern Greek, the music inspired to the Sicilian lamentations and Maghreb rhythm, played 
with traditional Sicilian and Greek musical instruments; the exotic costumes of the refugees, 
with strong African influences.  

This cultural medley gives universality to a story that is not only Greek, but also Sicilian and 
Mediterranean. Sicily, with its Greek past and heritage, is here presented as the center of a 
whole world, the Mediterranean, affected by the same plague. Greek culture, with its choice of 
democracy and hospitality, becomes a paradigm for the contemporary world.	

Selected Bibliography  

Centanni, Monica and Stefania Rimini. “Un "cuntu" per Supplici di Eschilo (regia di Moni 
Ovadia, Inda, Siracusa 2015)”, La rivista di Engramma 128 (luglio-agosto 2015).  

Papadopoulou, Thalia. Aeschylus: Suppliants, London 2011.  

Taplin, Oliver. “The strength and beauty of other cultures. An appreciation of Aeschylus’ Le 
Supplici (Suppliants), Inda, Siracusa 2015, and an interview with director Moni Ovadia”, La 
rivista di Engramma 128 (luglio-agosto 2015).  


