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Flight, Exile, and Homecoming in Greek and Egyptian Narrative Poetry: Depictions of 
Home and the Other in Homer’s Odyssey and the Tale of Sinuhe. 
 
 
My paper examines depictions of flight, refuge, and homecoming, and the dichotomy of 
Home and the Other, through the medium of comparative literature.  In line with one of the 
conference’s suggested topics of literary representations of flight and exile in the epic genre, I 
conduct a comparative literary analysis between Greek and Egyptian narrative poetry, and I 
examine and compare the construction of cultural identity and the ideas of flight, 
homesickness, and foreignness in Homer’s Odyssey and the Tale of Sinuhe, two of the most 
significant examples of narrative poetry from the literatures of their respective cultures.  I 
discuss the cultural identities of the protagonists, focussing on the construction of the idea of 
home through a technique which is common to both poems: the representation of home in 
contrast with negatively presented or opposing lands, concepts, and cultures. 
 
I analyse the descriptions of the protagonists’ flight and exile in foreign lands, as well as 
differences between the protagonists’ presentations of their respective homelands, and I 
examine the deeper questions of what it means to be Greek and to be Egyptian.  I then 
explore how the protagonists define themselves abroad, and re-discover their identities upon 
their return to their homelands.  My study is specifically interdisciplinary in its methodology, 
fitting into the growing trend of increasing dialogue between the fields of Classics and 
Egyptology, and it is all the more relevant to the conference’s theme of refuges and refugees 
in the current political context of the Mediterranean refugee crisis, the mass global movement 
of peoples, and ongoing discussions in which ideas of identity, borders, and foreignness are 
being constantly questioned and debated. 
 
 


