
Refugees of the Achaean League? Writing Violence into Ancient Networks!
 !
What can the emergence of the Islamic State and the refugees fleeing it teach us about 
our approaches to ancient networks and the people that moved within them? Recently, 
network theories and approaches informed by globalization studies have become 
popular within ancient history (e.g. Whitmarsh 2010, Mack 2015, Taylor and 
Vlassopoulos 2015). These approaches, which have informed recent and forthcoming 
work on refugees, tend to stress the movement, or mobility, of peoples and goods—but 
voluntary movement. These studies are based in European Union-style ideas about 
globalization rather than a vision of globalization informed by the Islamic State. If we 
consider that the Islamic State is not an anachronistic entity, as some bloggers and 
authors of editorials have presented it, but a reaction to increasing interconnectedness 
across the world, then we should write more conflict and violence into these studies of 
ancient networks. In order to explore the implications of how violence may have 
interrupted ancient networks and displaced people from these networks, I will examine 
whether we can potentially categorize certain members of the Achaean League as 
“refugees” during the 2nd century BCE wars in mainland Greece. The encounters 
between Rome and the Achaean League are a productive topic for exploring these 
ideas, if we treat the Achaean League as an intensifying network of cities that was 
negotiating an increasingly connected or even “globalized” late Hellenistic world. The 
sack of Corinth in 146 BCE, in particular, produced a large set of displaced people, who 
fled Corinth before the sack (Pausanias 7.16.7). Such events can help us explore what 
is at stake to label displaced people of the ancient world as refugees and can help us 
reflect on how we study the conditions that led to their displacement.!
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